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ADDRESS FOR SUNDAY FUNCTIONS
Goethe Institut, 90 Ocean Street Woollahra (corner of Jersey Road)

A member of the Society has very generously donated two 
volumes of Arthur Rackham’s illustrated libretti of the 
four Ring operas: Das Rhinegold and Die Walküre in Volume 
1, and Siegfried and Götterdämmerung in Volume 2. These 
are limited editions. They are dated 1910, numbered 96 
and signed by Rackham himself. The illustrations are 
extraordinarily vivid. Patricia Baillie, a highly experienced 
antiquarian book expert and a member of the Society, has 
examined the books and written the following comments:

‘’Two handsome vellum bound volumes, Arthur Rackham: 
Illustrations of The Ring Libretti. Der Ring des Nibelungen 
– Ein Bühnenfestspiel für drei Tage und einen Vorabend, 
von Richard Wagner. Two volumes. Contains libretti of 
: Das Rhinegold & Die Valkyrie (vol. I) and Siegfried & 
Götterdämmerung (vol. II). Ruetten und Loenig, Frankfurt 
A/M. 1910-1911. Limited edition, signed by Arthur 
Rackham. This is no.96. 25 x 19cm, bound in original 
publisher’s full vellum, gilt titles, t.e.g., others untrimmed. 
Gilt medallion with ‘RW’ to front cover.

“The renowned illustrator, Rackham, has given us here 
splendid illustrations of Wagner’s heroic Ring Cycle. There 

FOR SALE: RARE ARTHUR RACKHAM WAGNER VOLUMES AVAILABLE FOR 
PURCHASE BY WAGNER SOCIETY IN NSW MEMBER

are 64 tipped-in, tissue guarded, colour plates. The set 
presents very well indeed. There are a few marks and some 
very light soiling to the vellum bindings and occasional 
light browning or foxing to some pages. Overall, a 
handsome copy, in excellent condition, of this rare set. 

“Note on the set numbering: For the American and British 
editions, both also dated 1910 & 1911, some claim that the 
edition was 1100 or, some, 1150 copies, all signed by the 
artist. This set is numbered in Rackham’s hand as no. 96, 
making it an early printing of the edition.’’

Patricia also made enquiries about any other similar 
volumes of the Rackham libretti. There are currently two 
sets on the internet market, although it is unlikely that 
they are as early as no.96. Both are selling for a little over 
$A5,000. In the circumstances, we thought that we should 
make these two volumes available for purchase by our 
members for the starting price of $4,000. Anyone who 
is interested in purchasing these unique volumes should 
contact Society President, Jane Mathews, by email at 
mathewsj@ozemail.com.au.

Members celebrating the conclusion of an impressive recital by 
Anke Höppner and David Miller at the Mosman Art Gallery  and the end of 

another very successful year of functions conducted by the Wagner Society in NSW
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